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Madam President of the Republic, Prime Minister, Your Beatitude, Representatives of the Presidents of the Parliamentary Groups, Minister of Culture, Vice-Presidents of the Hellenic Parliament, Ambassadors, President of the “Athens 2021” Committee, President of the Onassis Foundation, ladies and gentlemen, we are honouring the bicentenary of the most significant and glorious event of modern Greek history, 1821. We are honouring it with a landmark exhibition in the bright chronicle of corresponding initiatives we have taken. The Hellenic Parliament is not only a historical guardian of the memory of the Struggle for Independence. The Vouli, the Parliament, in other words the representative system expressed in this voting house is one of the most valuable trophies of that Struggle. 
The form of government sought by those who fought for Independence in 1821 was “representative”, in other words parliamentary. The first Constitution states that the proxies who constituted the Vouleftiko or deliberative body were “elected representativesfrom the various parts of Greece”. “The form of government was representative”, five Members of that Parliament wrote in November of 1822 toYpsilantis, the President of the Vouleftiko. “Representative Administration”… is mentioned in a proclamation of the Vice President of the Executive of the same era – “was the form of government of Greece”, because it “bears the face of the people”. In 1824 the Philhellenic Committee of London informed the English that a “Regular representative Administration has been formed by the Greeks. In a “Parliamentary State” according to Corais, “the authority is common to all those worthy of ruling, but is also transitory and ratified by the votes of those being ruled”. 

We see the same in the Legal Statute of Eastern Continental Greece, in the Peloponnesian Senate, in the Senate of Western Continental Greece and in all the revolutionary constitutions. The first electoral law of 1822, discussing electors describes “elders of good reputation”, which takes us back 2,235 years to 413 BC, to an Athens troubled by the Sicilian defeat, which, fearful, decided “to elect an authority of certain elder men”, in other words a council of elders, as Thucydides reminds us. But it also reminds us of the historical proclamation “Fight for Faith and Country”, made in Jassi on 24/2/1821, where Alexandros Ypsilantis hoped that “The nation gathering together wishes to elect its town elders and all our acts shall come under the Will of this highest of Parliaments”. 
The first Members of Parliament were therefore known as “parastates”. The Greek word “parastatis” means “one who stands by”, i.e. a defendant, hence representative. And here is the magic and the appeal of the Greek language. A “parastatis” with the prefix “para” denotes somebody who stands beside you, who fights alongside you, next to you. They didn’t use the prefix “pro-” and call them “prostates” or protectors, as a protector stands before you, nor did they use the prefix “epi-” and call them “epistates” as they are those who are at your back fighting, but they called them “Parastates”.
The 1821 Struggle for Independence was hard, and luckily unsubduable. It lasted for a long time, with a lot of fluctuations. And this duration was a matter of salvation for the Struggle, because with the support of the philhellenic movement and the diplomatic interests of the then Great Powers, the duration with which it was conducted meant that in the end it had to be addressed as a very serious diplomatic matter that needed to be dealt with. “And the war was joy, the killing games”. And beside this indomitable heroism there were also – yes, there were –interesting politics. The first Greek Newspaper “Salpinx Elliniki” or “Hellenic Bugle”, published in Kalamata on August 1st, 1821, wrote to all Greeks: “All are similarly obliged to render the respect due to the European governments and no man should disturb in the least either on land or at sea any person or object belonging to a European government or any other nation that is neutral in the present war”. 
The proclamation of the National Assembly of Epidaurus on January 1st, 1822, reassured the reactionary heads of the Holy Alliance that “Our war with the Turks is far from being supported by principles of demagoguery and insurrection but is a national war, a holy war, a war whose only cause is to regain our rights, of our personal liberty, our property and our honour, which all the favoured peoples of Europe enjoy”. 
We wouldn’t wish to do something that would overturn the status quo. We sought to become a member of an advanced Europe. The war was national and not a brigand war. Even the most fiery Philhellenes, such as for example Chateaubriand, were distinguished for their political nature. In his memorandum on Greece, which can be found here, he writes among many other things – astoundingly enough in 1825: “This Greece for all its small size would seek to guard the eastern flank of Europe far better than the broad expanse of Turkey and would serve far better for political equilibrium”. And when was this? In 1825! 

Mavrocordatos persuaded the British side that the future of English trade in the Eastern Mediterranean was linked to liberty for the Greeks. And the Protocol of London of 1827, which we can admire on the amazing Frieze of Parliament, is Canning’s great legacy to us, and contained a secret article for the event that the Sultan refused pacification: To achieve “convergence by establishingtrade relations with the Greeks, by exchanging consular agents with them for this purpose”. Recognition should the Sultan deny pacification. And he did deny it.  
The road to Navarino had been paved thanks to the four-month long Premiership by Canning, in a year when England went through four Prime Ministers (Liverpool, Canning, Lord Goderich and Wellington). We had luck on our side. At that time everything was on our side! 

How did this war break out then, this war that according to Kolokotronis “brought all the Greeks together”? How did we get from the point where “the fires, the driving forces, of the country are banked”, where the numb Greek people of the many first years following the fall of Constantinople remained inert, to the first rustle; from the bleakness of obliteration to climbing the hill towards the light? It was education, knowledge that stood alongside home and religion, alongside family and the Orthodox faith. “As soon as any man of the people learnt the ordinary letters and saw whom we had as our ancestors, what Themistocles, Aristeides, and many others of our ancients had done… it brought to mind the idea that we should copy them and become happier”, Kolokotronis explained in his renowned speech to the youth at Pnyka, in 1838. 
Therefore it was the Enlightenment, education. 

In one of his best known studies, K. Th. Dimaras, the person who conceived the term “New Greek Enlightenment or Modern Greek Enlightenment”, in order to demonstrate figuratively what a great impact the ideas of the Enlightenment had on Ottoman-occupied Greece, included the narrative of a French traveller, whom we present in our Exhibition, the Comte de Choiseul-Gouffier, later French Ambassador to the Sublime Porte, who was impressed in 1776 on the island of Patmos, when a monk inquired about Voltaire! 

Let us, however, see how he asked him. “I was proceeding towards the mountain”, wrote the traveller, “when I perceived a monk, who was descending. He came hurriedly to where I was and asked in Italian ‘from what land was I, from whence had I arrived, what had occurred in Europe in these last seven years since a ship had last moored off these rocks’”. For seven years no ship had moored there, seven years of ignorance. Forget the fact that today we have reached the point where we remember events that have never even occurred due to excessive information or misinformation. 
“As soon as the monk learnt that I am French, he exclaimed: ‘Tell me, does M. Voltaire still live?’” 
It was the Enlightenment and education, therefore, that “brought out” the Classical Greek past and this elicited an emotional response in foreigners and Greeks. So we came to have the first insurrection that broke out in the territories of the Ottoman Empirewith a national objective; the first national revolution in Europe, which created an internationally recognized state; and the first successful war of independence against an empire following the American Revolution of 1776. 

This is the miracle we present in the Hellenic Parliament Exhibition, from the awakening of the Greek people – in the Peristyle – to the diplomatic, military and institutional developments of the struggle, which led to those firsts, which I just mentioned, in the “ELEFTHERIOS VENIZELOS” Hall, the Trophy Hall on the first floor. 
By learning where we started out from and how hard that start was, we are better able to understand ourself, because we compare that self with our own past and we call upon it to stabilize our own present and for our self to be optimistic about our own future. 
When the Revolution broke out, Kolokotronis recounted to Tertsetis, “people’s society was small, there were people who didn’t know of another village that was an hour distant from theirs”. 

Today what’s happened? Within a few decades history changed time and dimensions, its pace became ever faster, to such an extent that it can no longer be measured using the old standards of measurement. The space in which events take place became ever narrower. Never was the present as elusive as it is today; never was tomorrow so unknown; and faced with such an ephemeral present and such an unknown future, we are called upon to contemplate a stable past, coming face to face with Liberty, here in the Greek Parliament, two centuries later and to perceive that for us, the Greeks, both the present and the future is, can be and must be optimisticbecause it was built on such foundations. 

According to IBM, the data produced by the human species over the past thousands of years constitutes approximately 10% of the data produced over the past decade. In these rapidly changing times, tried-and-tested powers and potential fulfilled shall be our supports. 

Ladies and gentlemen, memory was the great first chapter of thinking humans in understanding their new paths. The need to develop this weapon gave rise to history. It is the knowledge of the tried-and-tested powers of a people and its expressed capacity to deal with obstacles, trials and conquests. Without knowledge of the past it is impossible to measure the powers of the present or to gaze towardsthe future. This is how the academic Dionysios Kokkinos commences his History of the War of Independence of 1821. 

In the Exhibition which the Hellenic Parliament proudly presents, thanks to the praiseworthy efforts of its staff and collaborators, every Greek man and woman and particularly every young Greek, every Greek child, cancome face to face with Liberty and, at the same time, gaze towards the future. 
“We liberated you”, Kolokotronis said to the youth in that famous speech in Pnyx. “To you what remains is to standstraight and to decorate the land”.
I am sure that with such a past, with such roots, with such a competitive spirit in such a difficult present and with such well-founded optimism for the future, we shall be able to stand straight and decorate the land. 

I’d like to thank you for your presence. And again I’d like to express my gratitude publicly to all my collaborators, the Organising Committee, the Scientific Committee, the curators, the collectors, who helped us, the Evangelos Averoff-Tossizza Foundation, Mr.Michalis Varkarakis, the French National Assembly, the Onassis Foundation, which is our major sponsor, because they have permitted us with this project, to come face-to-face with Liberty, in other words to view the future, even under difficult conditions.
Thank you
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